Seroprevalence of hepatitis B in a cohort of HIV-infected children and adults in Swaziland.
Hepatitis B virus (HBV) is an important co-morbidity in the HIV epidemic. A retrospective chart review was performed of HIV-infected patients with no previous antiretroviral history enrolled in a Swaziland clinic from January 2009 to May 2011. The seroprevalence of HBV surface antigen (HBsAg) was calculated and the data were analyzed using Mann-Whitney U and Fisher's exact tests. A total of 1282 patients were included in analysis. Five hundred were children aged <15 years. Overall HBsAg seroprevalence was 3.7% (1.4% of children and 5.1% of adults). Prevalence in under-5s was low (0.4%). Among adult women and men, prevalence was 4.2% and 9.8%, respectively (P = 0.022). Median alanine aminotransferase level was 19 U/L in the HBsAg-negative adults and 25 U/L in the HBsAg-positive adults (P = 0.005). Given the number of patients found to be HBsAg-positive, especially among adults, it is important for antiretroviral programmes to consider universal screening and strategically utilize medications that have been found effective in treating both HBV and HIV.